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In this curious and picturesque array the emblematic
couple are conducted to the mosque. Bride and bridegroom
alone enter the sanctuary, in accordance with prescribed
custom. The two doors close upon them. Upon the thres-
hold of one the crowd remains, keeping silence : on the other
a severe guardian, his musket loaded, mounts guard, and
keeps at a distance the curious and indiscreet who might wish
to pierce the mystery that is taking place in the temple,
become, for an hour, the scene of sacred prostitution. What
takes place there is little known ; but it is said that the bride
and bridegroom go to the place called " The Tomb of the
Archangel Gabriel," and that there the bridegroom cuts the
throat of the white cock which he has not abandoned in the
course of the preceding ceremonies, and then does the same
to the white hen of his bride. After having cooked and eaten
the flesh of the two victims, he claims the rights which his
bride does not contest, for on the consummation of their tran-
sitory union depends the prosperity of the clan. When
night falls the bride and bridegroom separate to follow different
paths. Then follows the third and last act of the ceremony, a
tragic act, in the course of which the bride is to die. The
bride and bridegroom separate and each go towards a door
of the sanctuary. " Fire ! " cries the bridegroom to his
guardian. At this signal the men rush towards the bride-
groom's door, and kindle large heaps of dry grass which are
placed there. And when the bridegroom comes forth he is
confronted by high flames which he leaps over at a single
bound, while the bride, languid and exhausted, lets herself
fall into the small fire that her sisters have kindled for
her at her door. It is further said that the young people of
the village imitate the example set by the bride and bride-
groom of the good, to facilitate, in the same manner, the return
of the life of the spring. They meet in couples in a public
place, and pass together, the girls and boys, that which they
call " the night of happiness." *
This Berber ceremony furnishes an example of what we
may call a sacred marriage, that is, a marriage of two divini-
ties, one or both of whom are represented by living human
beings. Antiquity furnishes examples of such sacred mar-
1 E. Laoust, Mots et choses bcrblres, p. 191.